


GARDEN OVERVIEW

Now that we are enjoying longer daylight hours, some sunshine and even light showers, the growing conditions
are finally perfect for all flora in the CVBG-perfect for visits to the garden too. Trees are leafing out and those
that bloom before their leaves appear, provide color and fragrance; a delightful prelude to the upcoming first day
of spring. The California natives in the garden and on the Conejo hillsides include California lilac, rhus, sage,
monkey flower, and annual wildflowers. Sundays at the Kids' Adventure Garden are very popular and
teamed with the ongoing plant sales, keep the volunteers hustling. We appreciate the support of the enthusiastic

people who enable us to open the garden to the public. Memberships, volunteer help and contributions are
always welcome.

-Barbara Song-

Noell’s Grevillea
(grevillea noellii)

What’s In a Name?
Ey Diane Conejo

Grevillea is a diverse genus of about 360 species of evergreen flowering plants in the protea family, Proteaceae,
native to Australia, New Guinea, New Caledonia and Sula- wesi. It was named for Charles Francis Greville,
who was the co-founder of the Royal Horticultural Society in England in 1804. The RHS is a charity that exists
to promote gardening and horticulture in Britain and Europe. The genus name "Grevillea" comes from the man who
originally cultivated a seedling from Australian seed of mixed parentage. His name was Noel Morey of Santa
Cruz

The bush itself has a weeping, mounded form and can grow 4 to 5 feet tall and up to 8 feet wide. The branches
have bright green needles, resembling a loose, soft pine bush. The flowers are unique in color and shape as you
can see in the accompanying close-up photograph, and they frequently attract hummingbirds. Many gardeners
agree that they look like great, rosy spiders with rounded bodies and red spiky legs. This has earned it the
name “Spider Flower”, but the common name is Noell’s Grevillea.
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Bush Anemone Jerusalem Sage
(carpenteria californica) (phlomis fruticosa)

Photos by Pat Carlson




MAGIC T-SHIRTS

Our gift shop in the Kids’ Adventure Garden now sells Magic T-Shirts in adult and
youth sizes! They are black and white indoors, but change to bursts of color in the
sunlight.




Community OQutreach and Fundraising
Pat Brubaker will be leading the garden in community outreach and fundraising. We need ideas on developing
community outreach programs and fundraising. Any ideas that you may have to get our name out into the
community e-mail Pat at PatBrubaker2010@gmail.com. Let's get the word out. More visitors, volunteers
and members.

Want to Help us Grow?
Do you love Conejo Valley Botanic Garden and would like to help, but just don't have the time to volunteer?
Even though much of the work you see going on in the garden is done by volunteers, we still have expenses for
planting, heavy pruning and new improvements. These projects are funded through grants and donations from
the community. If you would like to help us grow, tax deductible donations are always welcome and may be
made out and sent to Conejo Valley Botanic Garden, PO Box 6614, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359. Thanks for all
your support!

Conejo Valley Botanic Garden Needs You!
The Garden is managed and maintained by community volunteers. Without your help, the garden cannot thrive.
None of the volunteer positions at CVBG has a minimum number of volunteer hours attached. If you can help
for a few hours a month, great! For more information on any of our volunteer opportunities, please go to our
web site at www.conejogarden.org and click “Volunteers.”

WE CURRENTLY NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS:
Assistant to the Volunteer Coordinator: Help recruit new volunteers and match them with garden jobs they
might enjoy.

Adopt A Garden: We have an ongoing need for volunteers to join the teams working in our theme gardens.
Days and hours are flexible so give us a call.



Garden Nursery: There is no better way to lean about California native and water wise plants than to join the
teams working in the propagation and sales nurseries.

The Kids Adventure Garden: KAG is open from 11:00 to 3:00 each Sunday. Docents welcome families to

the garden, answer questions and ensure everyone is safe and has fun. You will train with an experienced

Docent. You can sign up for one shift a month or as many as you want. Contact Jean Reiley at 805 374
8255.

For information and directions to the garden, visit our web site at www.conejogarden.org.
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